
TAMAR VALLEY POWER STATION
How it performs

The new Tamar Valley Power Station uses low emission, 
efficient gas turbine technology sourcing gas from the 
Tasmanian Gas Pipeline under Bass Strait from Victoria, 
thus reducing our reliance on brown coal-generated 
electricity from the mainland and minimising the stress 
on Tasmania’s water storage reserves.

Low air emissions
•  All emissions fully comply with State and federal legislation;

•  Carbon emissions from burning gas are less than other 
fuels, such as coal;

•  New unit to operate at more than 50 per cent efficiency 
compared to the 30 per cent efficiency of the recently 
shut down Bell Bay Thermal Power Station;

•  Produces significantly lower air emissions than a typical 
Victorian coal-fired power station;

•  The emissions of Nitrogen Oxides are significantly 
reduced compared to that produced by the Bell Bay 
Thermal Power Station;

•  Substantial reductions in the level of Carbon Dioxide 
emissions when compared to the Bell Bay plant 
operation and about 50 per cent of the Carbon Dioxide 
emissions of a typical coal-burning power station; and

• Negligible particulate emissions.

Low water emissions
•  A significant reduction in the amount of warm water 

released into the Tamar River; and

•  The plant has an efficient wastewater and stormwater 
management system to ensure there are no negative 
impacts on the environment.

Low noise emissions
•  Compared to the Bell Bay Thermal Power Station, 

the new power station is significantly quieter.

Location
The current site of the Tamar Valley Power Station was 
selected as a result of it being:

• Within a heavy industrial zone;

•  A continuation of the current use of a pre-existing 
power generation site;

• Remote from housing; and

•  Close to large energy users, thereby reducing potential 
transmission energy losses.


