
Project facts
• Construction period – about 24 months

• Employment during construction – up to 340 jobs
• Employment during operation – about 30 full-time jobs
• Earthworks contractor – Shaw Contracting
• Civil Contractor – Hazell Brothers
• Overall construction contractor – United Group Ltd
• Civil Design – GHD
•  Other significant Tasmanian contractors include Russell 

Smith Electrical, Contact Electrical, Haywards, Barts 
Labour Hire, Tasmanian Electrical Services and Specialist 
Access and Hire.

Major equipment suppliers
• Combined cycle gas turbine – Mitsubishi

• Open cycle gas turbine – Rolls Royce

Project ownership history
The power station project was announced in October 2006 
following agreement between Alinta Energy and Aurora 
Energy on a major energy purchase contract.

Earthworks and construction by Alinta Energy commenced 
in August 2007. Soon after it was purchased from Alinta 
by Babcock and Brown Power. As a consequence of 
Babcock and Brown’s divestment strategy, arising in part 

from the world economic crisis, Aurora was directed by 
its shareholders to enter into contractual arrangements to 
purchase the power station.

Under the arrangement, Aurora purrchased Alinta Energy 
(Tamar Valley) Pty Ltd, renamed Aurora Energy (Tamar 
Valley) Pty Ltd (trading as AETV Power), as a wholly-
owned subsidiary. AETV Power assumed responsibility 
for completing construction of the gas-fired power station, 
commissioning of the plant and eventual operation of the 
station in the National Electricity Market.

The shareholders provided $100 million in equity finance 
towards the cost of the acquisition and construction.

In January 2009, AETV Power signed an agreement with 
Babcock and Brown to purchase a range of gas supply and 
electricity contracts.

Project cost
The Tamar Valley Power Station has been commissioned 
on time with the total cost of the plant finishing under the 
original $451 million budget.

The cost of the acquisition by Aurora Energy for the partly 
constructed power station was $100 million and about 
$15 million for the related energy trading contracts.
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